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April 2020 

To Our Friends and Patrons, 

Recent developments concerning the rapidly spreading Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

and concern for the health and well-being of our communities have led to the 

current statewide stay-at-home order until June 10th. With the shutdown of 

Portsmouth Public Schools which already was in effect for the rest of the academic 

year, Portsmouth Community Concerts had to postpone its May 1st concert 

featuring The Shaun Johnson Big Band Experience which was to be held at I.C. 

Norcom High School. 

This was to be our final concert of the 2019-2020 season. Currently, the concert 

has not been rescheduled, and we will be evaluating all available options with Live 

On Stage, the Nashville-based management team through which the concert was 

booked, once the threat of the Coronavirus has passed. 

It was last fall in my President’s Message in our program book that I said the new 

decade would present a challenge for the survival of the nonprofit arts in our 

country. Locally, I viewed hope on the horizon if we raised our voices on the 

importance of the performing arts and their impact on our well-being. Who knew 

that the greatest challenge we had to face together as a community would be a 

global pandemic given the name Coronavirus (COVID-19), and that it would know 

no borders as it killed thousands upon thousands of earth’s population.  

Portsmouth Community Concerts’ mission to deliver a high standard of performing 

arts and student outreaches in the Hampton Roads area while maintaining a 

strong commitment to affordability has been halted by this invisible enemy. We 

reached our 81st season last year thanks to decades of faithful patrons and from 

grants, donations, and gifts from individuals and businesses.  

 



 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
P.O. Box 6361   ⚫    Portsmouth, VA 23703-0361   ⚫   757-686-5447   ⚫   www.portsmouthcommunityconcerts.com 

 

The impact can be quite large in rescheduling a concert. We are faced with already 

existing contracts of artists scheduled to perform, as well as contracts of artists 

who are scheduled to perform in the 2020-2021 season. 

The show must go on, or can it? As a local nonprofit arts organization, we want to 

continue to serve as a cultural resource. The arts build community. They change 

us, Shape us, Uplift our spirit and Inspire us, Reflect our soul, Tell our story, Engage 

us, Connect us, Keep us young. Cancelled performances and empty houses are not 

what we ever planned for. If I’ve inspired you any, please consider donating your 

ticket(s) for both concerts – Maxwell Quartet and The Shaun Johnson Big Band 

Experience - and receive a tax deduction for the total value. Another opportunity 

might be making a contribution to our organization to benefit our 2020-2021 

season. Just this small gesture of kindness could have a profound effect on the 

future of Portsmouth Community Concerts. 

In the meantime, continue to follow what our Governor says…and please observe 

the CDC guidelines. It can be a matter of life and death. 

Many thanks for your continued support and understanding. Accept my virtual 

hug! If you have any questions, please call 757-686-5447. 

 

 

Susan Kalan, President 

Portsmouth Community Concerts, Inc. 

 

 

 

  

 


