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September 2020 

Dear Friend and Patron, 

Though temperatures continue to be warming, our autumn season is just around the corner 

with the familiar scent of pumpkin spice in the air. Days continue to grow shorter. Alas, the 

countdown to a new year has begun. This year has been a particularly heavy one with the 

COVID-19 pandemic and its effect on our communities. Survival has been the key word for 

many. I do believe our children will teach us the true meaning of resiliency as they continue 

their academic studies in environments never thought of by parents and teachers. I do believe 

we will come out of this stronger than ever. Let’s all hang in there. 

In the meantime, Portsmouth Community Concerts is working to close 2020 on a positive note 

with a special streamed holiday family concert for your enjoyment. Let it be our way of saying 

‘thank-you’ for your years of continued support. We need you now more than ever, and 

donations ensure that the performing arts enrich lives in our community. Checks may be 

mailed to the above letterhead address. Call 757-398-2700 for credit card transactions.  

As you are aware, the cultural organizations of our community have suffered greatly, along 

with the economic vitality in the region. Major events on the spring and summer calendar, 

both indoor and outdoor, were forced to be canceled until 2021. The offerings of our 

nonprofit arts organizations were brought to a screeching halt, and ‘live’ was suddenly 

replaced by ‘virtual.’ Portsmouth Community Concerts was unable to complete its 2019-2020 

concert season, foregoing its remaining concerts back in March and May due to the statewide 

stay-at-home order and followed by the shutdown of Portsmouth Public Schools, whose 

auditoriums hosted performances. We decided to forego our fall concerts and resume the live 

concert season in March 2021, if possible to continue at I.C. Norcom High School.  

We are grateful for the support of COVID-19-related grants from the Virginia Commission for 

the Arts/CARES Act and from the Hampton Roads Community Foundation. Portsmouth 

Community Concerts has been an iconic institution in Hampton Roads for more than eight 

decades – 82 years, to be exact - delivering the very best in quality entertainment and student 

outreaches. We could not survive without the help of private funding and public contributions. 

Stay tuned for more details on the holiday project in the coming weeks. Thank you! 

 

Susan Kalan, President  


